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Commissioner for Patents 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
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Pursuant to the duty of disclosure in accordance with 37 CFR §1.56, Applicant wishes to 
bring to the attention of the Examiner the patents, publications, and/or other information listed on 
the attached PTO Form 1449 (modified). 

The filing of this Information Disclosure Statement shall not be construed as an 
admission that the information cited is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as defined 
in §1. 56(b). 

This Statement is being submitted after the filing of the application but before receipt of a 
first action on the merits. It is believed that no fee is required for consideration of the submitted 
items. Should any fee be required, however, please charge such fee to Deposit Account No. 23- 
3030, but not to include any payment of issue fees. 
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Morrison 
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11-1974 


Ma 
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Heide et al. 








4,545,374 
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Jacobson 








4,626,392 
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Kondo et al. 








4,636,217 
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Ogilvie et al. 
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04-1994 


Bauer et al. 
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5,306,303 


04-1994 


Lynch 








5,306,309 


04-1994 


Wagner et al. 








5,329,846 


07-1994 


Bonutti 








5,330,826 
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Taylor et al. 








5,346,492 
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Morgan 








5,423,825 


06-1995 


Levine 








5,423,855 
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Marienne 








5,425,772 
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5,443,514 
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Steffee 








5,445,639 
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Kuslich et al. 








5,458,638 
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Kuslich et al. 








5,458,642 
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Beer et al. 








5,484,437 


01-1996 


Michelson 








5,489,307 


02-1996 


Kuslich et al. 








5,489,308 


02-1996 


Kuslich et al. 








5,499,984 


03-1996 


Steiner 








5,514,180 


05-1996 


Heggeness et al. 








5,591,235 


01-1997 


Kuslich 








5,593,409 


01-1997 


Michelson 








5,609,636 


03-1997 


Kohrs et al. 








5,645,598 


07-1997 


Brosnahan, III 








5,669,909 


09-1997 


Zdeblick et al. 








5,709,683 


01-1998 


Bagby 








5,716,355 


02-1998 


Jackson et al. 








5,720,749 


02-1998 


Rupp 








5,728,159 


03-1998 


Stroever et al. 








5,741,253 


04-1998 


Michelson 








5,766,253 


06-1998 


Brosnahan, III 








5,782,830 


07-1998 


Farris 
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5,810,819 
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Errico et al. 








5,814,084 
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Grivas et al. 








5,857,995 
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Thomas et al. 
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Errico et al. 
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EP0 077 159 A 
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WO 97/15248 


05-1997 












WO 97/25945 
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WO 98/17209 
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WO 98/17330 
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WO 01/70144 
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AcroMed Spine Tools, PUG Instruments (undated) 








AcroMed, Brantigan I/F Cage, (undated) 








Albee, Fred H. MD, Bone Graft Surgery in Disease, Injury and Deformity-, 
published by D. Appleton-Century Company (1940) 








AcroMed, Brantigan I/F Cage™ for PLIF (1991) 








Sofamor Danek, Laparoscopic Bone Dowel Surgical Technique, Memphis, 
Tennessee (1995) 








Musculoskeletal Transplant Foundation Brochure, (Apr. 1996) 
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Vaughan, John J. MD, New and Innovative Fusion Techniques, The Kentucky 
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